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COVER

This, the first cover of the new PARACHU-
TIST, shows the jumper depicted on the
Sixth World Sport Parachuting Champion-
ship poster in mid-flight. Daryl Henry, team-
leader from Canada and instructor at the
Orange Sport Parachuting Center in Orange,
was the original subject,
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EDITORIALS 9

Parachutist: Stable Opening

The PARACHUTIST has never had any trouble with
acceptance, In fact, one of the only complaints that the
Parachute Club of America regularly receives is that some-
one’s PARACHUTIST failed to arrive. Oh, othér minor
problems, perhaps, such as sccusations of unopened, unan-
swered mail, but mainly our addressograph skipped some-
body. Elusivencss aside, another gripe could have centered
on its newsletter form, It was efficient and readable, cer-
tainly, but an unfinished product not really worthy of what
the club represents. It was no wonder, because there was no
one to do it and maybe that's why no one complained.
Everybody knew the personnel problem under which the
whole sport labored, Look at the world championships: the
biggest meet ever in this country and it was understaffed,
chaff aside. So no one kicked up because PARACHUTIST
didn’t look like SPORTS ILLUSTRATED.,

Well, it still doesn't, bue it's moving in the right direc-
tion. See for yourself, It's a flat, stable opening. And it can
get better. In most instances, there is ample opportunity in
the magazine's columns and departments for the conscien-
tious parachutist to make himuelf heard: in the letters, or
This 'n That, or anything else which he feels is bein
slighted. Don't gripe to your {riends, mail it in. If we fee
it is pertinent, and it makes no differcnce whether or not
it is pro-PCA if it is valid criticism, we'll print it. The
PARACHUTISTs purpose is to inform and it is for your
use as much as ours. Don't ignore it. You owe it to yourself
and to the sport,

Another thing. Earmark it for PARACHUTIST on
the envelope. That way we'll open it right away. After all,
it might be a bill, and you never can be too careful.

1963 Elections

The Chairman of the By-Laws Revision Committee,
Darrell C. Sonnichsen, has reported that proposed changes
will allow the membery of cach conference area to nominate
and elect their own Board of Director member.

As soon as revisionary laws are adapted, clections will
be held by mail to select the new Board.

The Board will then elect 1963 officers,

Since the election is several months in arrears, all 1962
members will receive ballots,
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By The Numbers

Although some people refuse to recognize the fact, the
day is past when it is possible for a parachutist to obtain a
low license number. With the present membership of the
Parachute Club of America in excess of 6000 and no end
in sight, it stands to reason that license numbers must
necessarily be approaching that astronomical figure. And
it also stands to reason that the prestige of having license
number C-5274 iy somewhat less than overpowering, If
nothing else, it is a long number to wew on a patch or to
substitute for one's name. In short, it doesn't, swing.

What to do?

One answer might be provided by our cousins, the skiers,
They have adopted a system by which a person is awarded
u classification by category only. In other words, a person
is cither an A or C racer. It's that simple. . (The skier is
rated exactly opposite 1o the parachutist. A, then, is the
highest—Elite A aside—rating that one can rwcin.z‘
is no importance attached to the order in which those
licenses were issued,

Also, consider this: any person, no matter how inept,
may, by sheee dint of perseverence, obtain a C or even D
license under the present policy, Should there not be a way
by which truly gifted jumpers might be honored for their
effores? A manner by which pleasure jumpers may, with all
due respect, be soparared from those imbued with what.
ever that intangible something may be that makes a cham.
pion? In short, we refer to a competition classification rat-
ing. A rating which would attach importance only to the
degree, and not to the number,

But, you object, we alresdy have s system; one which
has, in fact, given sway to the low numbery, or the pioncers
in the sport, This is true, and rightly so, Persons who were
responsible for the practices and procedures which make
parachuting what it is today have Ld little enough recog-
nition for what they have done, The least we can do,
say, is let them have the low licenses as tokens of thei
effores,

To this there is no objection, But why not augment chis
system with a method based upon competition alone, by
which the jumper would receive a second clamification: that
of a competitor, Thus he could have pleasure license C-4188
but at the same time a Class | Competition Rating because
he is an extremely proficient jumper even though he does
not have the requisite number for a pleasure D license. And
with an eye tme growth of the spart, let these be awarded
by class only, with no attached number. This would insure
that those who, in the future, will deserve to be known as
Class 1 competitors, whether next year or thirty years from
now, would be o honored without detracting from that
honoe in the same motion by uddli:‘f them with a mean.-
ingless number lin ‘t,: tens ‘;f thousands, Why de::'_pmt'ip
to persons simply because they are too young to be jumping
now? They should not have to be acknowldged by a sta-
tistical number because they were born five, ten and twenty
years too late,

For these reasons we offer this possible solution. Bue don’t
react too hastily, We're trying to avoid that sort of thing in
arachuting, You know what can happen if you try to
Eurry on a jump. This could be a big jump for the sport,
and we'd hate to zap out.

(Next month: The Master Point System by which
this may be accomplished)
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» This letter is prompted after reading
the accident reports that the July and
August imues of PARACHUTIST Maga-
zine had on the number of fatalities that
seemed to stem from poor pilot chute op-
eration,

I feel that neither the J0J6811, ¢
A-Y nor the MA-1 pilot chutes are AZ!:
vate for sky diving use, Due to relative
w deployment because of extra weight
being added, such as over-weight sloeves,
tie-on lines, guide lines, canopy modifi-
cation tapes, etc, in turn, with the slow
speed, are too much for the present type of
pilot chutes that are being used.

I would recommend that the size be
stepped up from 36 inch to 40 inch with
a spring tension increase of at least forty
per-cent, using the same diameter of the
coils that is used in the MA-1 but with
increased tension, 1 would also consider
the use of a disc—$3C6711for better
caging of the piloc chute spring; all of
this will give greater thrust in ejectin
the pilot chute out into the undisturl
sir flow,

1 feel that PCA should push this de-
velopment and if need be enter into a pro-
gram of development of better parachute
equipment,

Another question that has been tossed
from one desk to another: should a pilot
chute be used on a reserve or auxiliary
chute that is being carried along with a
main parachute system? We discontinued
wsing the umbrells or spider type pilot
chute on a reserve over thirty years ago.
If you have a partially open main with
that amount of mass, the decelerated
speed will be at a point where the present
types of pilot chutes are of no drag value.

There is under development a new pilot
chute that may be the answer for reserve
assemblics. But bear this in mind that it

will not sell fo§ one buck.

Eddie Brown
Parachute Engineering Service
Pateerson, California

> Tuesday, December 11
Robert Archuleta

1533 H Street

Sparks, Nevada

Dear Mr. Archuleta:

Enclosed find a check for $5.00 for
your picture of Frank Binford at Lincoln.
The shot will be uwsed in The Camera's
Eye in the January PARACHUTIST.

We thank you for your interest and
hope that you will keep us in mind in the
future.

According to our new policy, the best
picture submitted each month will be
printed in The Camera's Eye and will be
awarded $5.00,

Hoping to hear from you in the future,
Iam

Sincerely,

Stephen C .Moore
Editorial Director
PARACHUTIST

The lotter above was sent to Mr,
Archuleta for the picture which appears
in The Camera’s Eye in this issue, This
department is intended to be interesting
or unusual and of a framing quality,
The idea is to depart from the ordinary
free-fall shot and to encourage creative
rbo'o‘;?hl development in parachut-
ng. if the asthetic doesn’t reach
r'on, theres always the $5.00. The dead-

ne is the 20th of each month,
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» This office has received a report cons
cerning alleged unssfe parachutes which
may be purchased on the open marker,

These parachutes are identified as NAF
3128764-2. They are also described ax
U.S. Navy chain-closed back style (zip-
Er-opcncd container), 26" conical and

aring manufacturer's part number S-
4500, There are about 30 parachutes in
this group,

Preliminary inquiries of the Navy re-
veal that in their original coofiguration
these parachutes do not meet Technical
Standard Order C-23. Nor were they ac-
ceptable to the Navy for their use, ap-
parently because of failure of function
consistently.

More information about this parachuce
has been requested from the Navy, How-
ever, for your guidance, we thought it
advisable to forward this information
immediately,

Very truly yours,

W.C, Tetrault

General Maintenance Inspector
Rochester-Monroe County Airport
Rochester, N.Y.

Although this information has been
cast upon the waters before, we present
it again that some misforune may be

prevented. It's not that we're jealous at
not having one, but, as the letter states,
they fail to meet technical standards
the way they are,

If you have one, or know of someone
who does, refer to an FAA certified

rigger.
1 € 9

» | have something that should be of in-
torest to all sky divers, riggers and safety
officers, A few days ago I received a bulle-
tin from the aviation safety office for the
Navy regarding failure of containers to
open after the ripcord has been pulled.

While this pertains mostly to military
back packs, everybody should be aware of
it, especially those who own extremely
tight-fitting containers.

The pressure exerted on the side flaps
wnd o cause the grommet to wear a
“‘r:ove in the locking cone aw shown in
t

illustration.

o GO0

The only safe and practical way to cor-
rect this is to have & master (FAA) rig-
ger completely replace the worn cone or
cones,

To attempr to’dress up the cone with a
file is a dangerown practice and no
rigter or safety officer should permic this
in his club,

I sincerely hope this will be of benefit
to fellow sky divers and parachutisty,

S. P. Songer PR2 USN
Vé Div, USS Hancock

In Memoriam

The Parachute Club of America, and
sport parschuting in general, was saddoned
rocontly to learn of the doath of Clyde
Jacks, 29, of Houston, Texas, Jacks died
of injuries sulfored in the crash of »

lane near Croshy, Tewas, on November
17. Ho was not anysgad In parachuting
at the time,

The dont of the Mouston Skydivers
o1 B ?...""..:‘.'..4”..1.&

umps,
total in the count .Dld::bhunuh
had won man !n&h and was nationally
known 2 competitor and lnstructor,

Jacks had just taken off from the
Skeeter Ranch in Houston and had snap-
the craft when it went into 2 flat

win and cravhed,

He is survived by & son, James Edward,
4; mather, Mrs. elle Wilcox of Las
Ve y; fathar, James Jacky, Miaml;

v, James Edward of Las Vega

Jacks was instrumental in the develop.
ment of shy-diving In the South West
and the aren will be the less for his
pansing.
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